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Canada’s system of governance is divided into three distinct levels: federal, provincial, and municipal.
Each level has specific responsibilities and plays a vital role in maintaining the well-being and
organization of Canadian society. 

The federal government is responsible for matters that affect the country as a whole. It has the
authority to “make laws for the peace, order, and good government of Canada.” Key areas under its
jurisdiction include foreign affairs, national defense, income taxation, and the management of national
parks. 

Additional responsibilities include citizenship and immigration, employment insurance, and
telecommunications. Federal institutions such as Canada Post, the Bank of Canada, and Statistics
Canada (which conducts the census) also fall under this level of government.

Provincial governments, such as Alberta's, are responsible for areas specifically outlined in the
Constitution Act of 1867. These include education (schools, colleges, and universities), healthcare
services (hospitals and long-term care), transportation infrastructure (highways), provincial parks,
environmental regulation, natural resource management, and the administration of justice within the
province. 

Municipal governments manage local services and community needs within city or town boundaries. In
Alberta, their powers and responsibilities are defined by the Municipal Government Act. Municipalities
like the Town of Vegreville oversee services such as water supply, waste management, local roads,
recreational facilities, and zoning regulations.

Watch this video which was developed in collaboration with all the provincial and territorial electoral
agencies and with Elections Canada. 

Three Levels of Government 

Sometimes, different levels of government share responsibility in what are called areas of concurrent
jurisdiction. This overlap is most common between the federal and provincial governments. In areas like
taxation, agriculture, public health, old age pensions, and natural resource extraction, both levels have
the authority to make laws. However, if their laws conflict, the matter may be resolved through the
justice system. 
  

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D-7Ti_fWkASU&data=05%7C02%7Cscurtis%40vegreville.com%7C224c0d25c64d4523f17208dde0ec2629%7C687212a2fcfc4d60a9f8cf223eb7d3c2%7C0%7C0%7C638914027373211058%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=awy%2FVcW0aAEX60KTFfxFbo5OUyeFfMjHpTPYVUQ1Z2U%3D&reserved=0
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